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Diversity: A Two-Way Street for Librarians

Lincoln Trail Librari es System (LTLS) has been awarded a grant to promote diversity and cultural competen-
cies in rural li braries . This initi ative extends from Central 1lli nois to the Southern tip of the state. Itis atwo-
way street where librari es will improve their outreach to the increasingly diverse populations in Central and
Southern 1lli nois, and community organizations and agencies will become aware of how librari es can assist
them in providi ng service s to the culturall y diverse and underserved populations. Librari ans are invit ed to
attend an ar r ay of events that will pr omote cul tur al awar eness and cr oss- cul tur al mutual respect and under standi ng.

“Librarie s Buil ding Bri dges with Communities” is aone-day forum that will be held in Effingham in the spring
of 2006. The diversity forum will deal with inter-cult ural communication, tolerance of different beliefs,
development of a diverse book ollec tion, and how service organizations can network to better serve our grow-

ing divers e communiti es. LTLS wil | also provide two cultural competency workshops to be held in Decatur and
Mount Vernon. These are thought provoking workshops that will help parti cipants gain a better understanding
of our cultural history and the culture of race in the Unit ed States.

LTLS has identified poverty as a factor in diversi ty. Poverty is a major barrier to full partici pation in com-
munity and social events, hindering a person's abil ity to enjoy what others take for granted. According to cen-
sus data, all counties in Il linoi s incl ude segments that li ve at or below the poverty line . Lincoln Trail Libraries
System is partneri ng with the Universi ty of lll inois Extension Office to provide two “P overty Simulator”
workshops that are designed to rai se awareness through rol e-play, helping parti cipants to better understand
and serve the poor.

Librari ans will also learn a new language; since the Latino population is the fastest growing population in
lll inoi s, libra rians will take classes in basic Spanish, enabling them to communi cate with their Latino patrons.

Immigrants have also been identified as part of a diverse population that gives our culture its richne ss.
Librari es will offer “I Am An Ameri can” progra ms where immigrants will s hare their st ories of coming to the
United States and what it personally means to them to become a U.S. citi zen. Presentations will be open to the
public and wil | be hosted by several librari es across llli nois.

The Diversi ty and Cultural Competency in Rural Libraries Grant has been awarded by the Illi nois State
Library, a Divi sion of the Office of Secretary of State, under the federal Libra ry Servic es and Technology Act.

Founded in 1966, Lincoln Trail Libraries System has headquarters in Champaign and is one of the 9 multitype
libra ry systems in the State of Il linoi s. System funding is provided by the Office of Secretary of State and the
State Librari an Jesse White. LTLS serves 7 academic, 53 public, 45 school, and 17 special librari es in
Champaign, Clark, Coles, Douglas, Edgar, Ford, Iroquois, Piatt, and Vermilion counties. Lincoln Trail advo-
cates, collaborates, and facilit ates education and cooperation to empower inf ormation agencies to improve and
expand access to and delivery of information resourc es.
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